
The Bridge 

 

ST ANDREW’S 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

HAMILTON 
 

OUR 
VISION 

a bridge to the city 
- where love and 
friendship meet 

OUR 
MISSION 

to worship and 
work with God 
in the world. 

 

Luke 1 

Herald on Sunday 



 

Isaiah 53 : 3 & 12c 

We despised him and rejected him; he endured suffering and pain. No one would even 

look at him—we ignored him as if he were nothing.  He took the place of many sinners and 

prayed that they might be forgiven. 

Ihaia 53 : 3 & 12c  

I whakahēngia, i whakakāhoretia ia e te tangata; he tangata pouri, kua mōhio hoki ki te 
tangi.  ...nāna hoki ngā hara o te tini i waha, nāna i wāwao ngā poka kē. 

이사야 53:3, 12c 

"우리는 그를 멸시하고, 그를 거절하였습니다. 그는 고통과 아픔을 참았습니다. 

아무도 그를 바라보지 않을 것입니다-우리도 그를 아무것도 아닌 것처럼 무시했습니다. 그는 많은 죄인들

을 대신하였고, 그들이 용서받기를 기도하였습니다." 

以赛亚书 53: 3, 12c 

我们藐视他和厌弃他；他多受痛苦和常经忧患。他被藐视，好像被人掩面不看的一

样，我们也不尊重他。他也被列在罪犯之中，却担当多人的罪，又为罪犯代求。 

Jesaja 53:3, 12c 
Hy was verag en deur die mense verstoot, 'n man van lyding wat pyn geken het, iemand vir wie die mense 
die gesig wegdraai.  Hy was verag, ons het hom nie gereken nie.  …omdat hy die sondes van baie op hom 
geneem het en vir oortreders gebid het. 
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Chef Trevor Gibbs 
prepared and 
served this cake at 
the December Gold 
Coin Lunch 



From the (new) Interim Moderator  

Greetings!  It is my privilege 
to accompany you on this 
part of your journey. Thank 
you so much for the won-
derful welcome. I am look-
ing forward to hearing more 
of your stories and working 

alongside you as you partner with God in His 
mission in this world. 

Just as a bit of self-introduction, I have spent 
time across other denominations over the 
years. In our younger days Andy and I spent 
10 years in Japan with Overseas Missionary 
Fellowship (OMF) in church planting. More re-
cently I was National Director of OMF so I 
have had the privilege of visiting many differ-
ent ministries. I have been serving in Fairfield 
Presbyterian Parish for the past 5 years. 

One of the treasures  that my father has 
passed on to me are his stoles. They reflect 
the colours of the church year.  I hope to wear 
one now and again. We often use the Lec-
tionary readings and this  also includes a   
cycle of colours - these act as a rhythm that 
bind us to the life and story of Jesus.   

“Rhythms anchor and centre us . . .  Breath-
ing is a rhythm. Life happens in rhythm . . . 
Sacred rhythms keep us in line with the 
Spirit’s work. They provide us with the space 
to listen, to look, to learn. The Church Calen-
dar is a rhythm shaped by Christ’s birth, His 
revealing, His suffering, His death, His resur-
rection, and His gift of the Spirit.”1 

Throughout the Old Testament, God gave 
His people feasts and rhythms of life - a 
rhythm that would help them worship, re-
pent, and remember. A rhythm also reminds 
us that we are not alone. When we partici-
pate in a celebration of Christmas or Easter 
or in the repentance of Lent, we are joining 
with all who have gone before us. 

Green is the colour of growth – signifying 
ordinary days of the church year  and the 

colour of  the season we are still in,  
'Epiphany' which means 'manifestation'  and 
celebrates the light of the world shining in 
and the darkness not having the last 
say.  We began the season with the Magi 
worshiping  the baby Jesus, and finish on 19  

February (White)  with the Transfiguration.  

Violet is the colour of preparation before 
Christmas and Easter. 'Lent' is a period of 40 
days leading up to Easter Sunday - the prep-
aration of the believer through prayer and 
repentance.  We remember the sacrificial life 
and ministry of Jesus leading to the cross and 
renew our commitment to discipleship. 

White is the colour from Easter Day until 
Pentecost - 50 days of celebrating. This sea-
son of the church calendar is a joyous sea-
son and we're invited to practise resurrec-
tion, to bring new life, to live with hope. 

Red is the colour for the Day of Pentecost cel-
ebrating the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
Trinity Sunday is white as we are reminded of 
Christ’s mission to the world.  We then revert 
back to Green until  Advent  - the season of 
preparation which begins on the fourth Sun-
day before Christmas and in which the church 
recalls its hope and expectancy in the comings 
of Christ, past, present and future. 

As we journey through the year I wonder 
what other rhythms are helpful to be inten-
tional about in order to continue to grow? 

Christine Harding (Rev) 

1 https://www.forefrontnyc.com/
blog/2015/2/19/question-why-follow-the-
christian-calendar    

Where the Christian calendar begins... 



시련을 어떻게 다룰 것인가? 

세계 도처에서 전쟁과 자연재해로 인한 엄청난 

재산 및 인명의 피해가 발생하고 있다. 그 속에

서 수많은 사람들이 깊은 고통을 당하고 있다. 

이는 뉴질랜드에서도 일어나고 있는 일이다. 그

리고 내가 이 글을 쓰는 순간 오클랜드와 코로

만델과 와이카도 지역에는 태풍경보가 내려진 

상태이며 어떤 일이 벌어질지 아무도 모른다.  

큰 슬픔과 아픔의 시련은 이렇게 끊임없이 우리

에게 다가온다. 이것이 우리의 인생의 여정이다. 

이러한 전쟁과 홍수와 지진 등의 재해로 인한 

아픔과 시련은 크리스천이라고 해서 피해가지 

않는다. 그래서 성도는 하나님께 묻지 않을 수 

없다. “왜 나에게 이러한 시련을 주십니까? 왜 

피해가게 해주지 않으십니까?” 욥도 자신에게 

닥친 시련을 이해하지 못하였다. 그는 고통을 

허락하시는 하나님을 이해할 수 없었다. 그래서 

그는 태어난 날을 후회했고 자기 인생을 괴로워

했다.  

이 시련을 어떻게 다룰 것인가? 예수님의 친 동

생 야고보는 이렇게 우리를 깨우쳐 준다. “내 형

제들아 너희가 여러 가지 시험을 당하거든 온전

히 기쁘게 여기라 이는 너희 믿음의 시련이 인

내를 만들어 내는 줄 너희가 앎이라 인내를 온

전히 이루라 이는 너희로 온전하고 구비하여 조

금도 부족함이 없게 하려 함이라”(약 1:2-4) 

시련에도 하나님의 뜻이 담겨 있다는 것이다. 

그것은 인내의 힘을 기르게 하는 것이며, 온전

하고 구비하여 조금도 부족함이 없는 성숙한 사

람이 되게 하려는 하나님의 뜻이 담겨 있는 것

이다. 그러니 낙심하지 말고 시련이 지나기까지 

인내해야 한다. 인내의 힘은 하나님께서 주신다. 

그리하여 마침내 시련을 인내하며 그 짐을 다 

짊어졌을 때 온전한 사람이 되는 성령의 열매가 

맺힌다. 아픈 사람을 깊이 이해하고 공감하며 

치유하는 사람, 하나님을 위하여 

더 큰 십자가도 짊어지기를 피하

지 않고 순종하는 사람이 되는 

것이다. 한 알의 밀알이 되어 죽

는 것도 마다하지 않고 기꺼이 

그 길을 가는 사람, 그리스도를 

따르는 사람이 되는 것이다. 보석 

같이 빛나는 믿음으로 하나님께 가장 큰 영광을 

돌리는 사람이 되는 것이다. 이 숭고한 하나님

의 뜻을 바라보고 모든 시련은 하나님께서 주시

는 인내의 힘으로 이겨내는 복이 있기를 축복한

다.      함태주 목사 

How do you deal with the ordeal? 

There are enormous property and human 
casualties caused by wars and natural disas-
ters all over the world. Countless people are 
suffering deeply. This is also happening in 
New Zealand. And as I write this, there are 
cyclone warnings across the North Island, 
and no one knows what will happen. 

The trials of great sadness and pain come to 
us constantly like this. This is the journey of 
our lives. The pain and trials caused by dis-
asters such as wars, floods, and earthquakes 
are not avoided by Christianity.  So, the 
saints cannot help asking God. "Why do you 
give me this ordeal? Why don't you let me 
escape?" Job didn't understand the ordeal 
that was facing him. He couldn't understand 
God allowing pain. So, he regretted the day 
he was born and suffered during his life.  

How do you deal with this ordeal? Jesus' bi-
ological brother, James, enlightens us like 
this. “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, 
whenever you face trials of many kinds, be-
cause you know that the testing of your faith 
develops perseverance.  Perseverance must 
finish its work so that you may be mature 
and complete, not lacking anything. (James 
1:2-4)  



The ordeal also contains God's will. It is to 
cultivate the power of patience, and it con-
tains God's will to become a mature person 
who is intact and equipped and lacks noth-
ing. Therefore, don't be discouraged and 
persevere until the ordeal passes. The pow-
er of patience is given by God. Thus, when 
you finally endure the ordeal and carry all 
your burdens, the fruit of the Holy Spirit, 
which makes you a complete person, ap-
pears. It is to become a person who deeply 
understands, sympathises, and heals the 
sick, and a person who obeys without avoid-
ing carrying a larger cross for God. He is will-
ing to die (as a grain of wheat does before 
growing) and become a person who follows 
Christ. The aim is to be a person who gives 
the greatest glory to God with a jewel-like 
faith. I bless you for looking at this noble will 
of God and overcoming all trials with the 
power of God's patience. 

Tae Ju  

St Thomas’ School, Jagadhri 

On 9 February, Rt Rev Hamish Galloway 

(PCANZ Moderator) and Global Mission Direc-

tor Rev Phil King were in North West India for 

the dedication of a new classroom block at St 

Thomas’ School in Jagadhri.  The new facility 

will house reception, a new principal’s office 

and several science labs. It has been named 

Riddell Block in honour of Rev Doreen Riddell, 

who in 1966, as an overseas worker of the NZ 

Presbyterian Church in the area, was asked to 

establish an independent, co-educational Eng-

lish medium school in Jagadhri. So St Thomas’ 

School began, under the oversight of the 

Church of North India. Doreen not only set up 

the school, but was the Principal for 27 years 

until she retired in 1993. She returned to NZ 

and lived in Hamilton until her death in June 

2021. 

Thank you, Elaine. 

11.30 am Service on 5 February 

This service served many purposes.  It recog-

nised the 28th anniversary of the Kiwi-Korean 

connection within St Andrew’s; it welcomed 

new Korean members; it commissioned Daniel 

Park into his new role (see p.8); and it thanked 

Rev Sharon Ross Ensor for her leadership as In-

terim Moderator. 

On the far left is present principal, Mrs Chan-
dana Lall.  The Moderator and Phil King are at 
each side of the plaque. 



Margaret Whiting’s musings… 

“God is in all our begin-
nings and in all our end-
ings.” 

These words were used 
in the call to Worship at 
the final service and dis-
solution  of the Co-
operating Parish of St 
Clare on 20 February 2022. 

For me these words were very moving as I 
had been part of the entire St Clare journey. 

As an ordained elder at First Church, Frank-
ton in 1973, I became involved in the pro-
cess to establish a combined Anglican, 
Methodist, Presbyterian presence in the 
growing Dinsdale area. 

This 12-year journey led to the establish-
ment of the Methodist Presbyterian Co-
operating Parish of St Clare and the building 
and opening of the worship centre at 97 
Tuhikaramea Road. 

Over 35 years, it was a privilege to work and 
worship with so many wonderful people.  
Balancing family life, teaching full-time and 
being actively involved in many and various 
roles within the parish was not always easy, 
but working with a team sharing their gifts 
and talents to serve God has been a very 
special and enriching experience. 

My time as a Presbytery commissioner has 
ended but I continue to be a Presbyterian 
member of the WINTEC Ecumenical Chap-
laincy Trust Board. 

I have now once more made St Andrew’s my 
spiritual home – the church I first attended 
after coming to Hamilton in 1960 as a 20-
year old to take up a teaching position at 
Peachgrove Intermediate School. 

Coming back to this warm and welcoming 
community, I have felt very much at home 

and connected to my Scottish Presbyterian 
roots. 

Thank you all for your friendliness and thank 
you, Parish Council committees, for challeng-
ing us all to play our part in actioning the 
Five Faces of Mission. 

Chaplaincy Work 

Kaimai Presbytery ceased funding Ecumenical 
Chaplaincies from 1 July 2019 “due to short-
age of funds”. The only official Presbyterian 
Church support now must come from Parishes 
alone. Believing that these chaplains do im-
portant work on our behalf, St Andrew’s has 
allocated $2,000 for Ecumenical Chaplaincies 
in our past four years’ Budgets. Parish Council 
has adopted the previous Kaimai Presbytery 
2019 proportional allocations, $980 being do-
nated to Waikato Hospital Ecumenical Chap-
laincy via ICHC; $700 to the University chap-
laincy; and $320 to the Wintec chaplaincy.  

This work is important so we encourage any-
one who would like to contribute financially 
to do so by donating electronically to the 
church bank account. The account details are: 

St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church – Hamilton   

and the bank account number is 02-0316-
0046144-00.  

Please include your name (or your donor 
number, if you have one) in the Reference 
Field.  Donations of $5 and over to a regis-
tered charity are eligible for a tax credit. 

Please include Chaplain in the Particulars Field 
so that your gift will be tagged for the purpose 
that you intended.  

Quoted by Sharon Ross Ensor: 

Brian McLaren (paraphrasing others eg Arch-
bishop William Temple and Bishop D.T Niles): 
The church doesn’t exist for the benefit of its 
members, it exists to equip its members for 
the benefit of the world. Our mission is simply 
to seek, to receive and to live out the kingdom 
of God, the reality of God’s will being done on 
earth as it is in heaven. 



Church Restoration & Improvement 

SJR Builders have commenced stage 2 of the 
earthquake strengthening programme. 

It is expected to take approximately 4 weeks 
to complete. There will be a small amount of 
work undertaken internally but the majority 
of the construction work will be external. 
They will be cutting the vent outlets in the 
floor to allow Eastside Refrigeration to com-
plete the heating and air-conditioning of the 
building. Jerome has met with the two con-
tractors to ensure their works are properly co
-ordinated. He reports that the air grilles are 
looking good over the openings! Both con-
tracts will be completed at or about the same 
date, but with the interior work being com-
pleted quickly.  

There is likely to be some path realignment 
will be required and a security fence around 
the HVAC unit which will be located on the 
River Road side of the church building. 

Wynne Dymock  

Convenor Resource management Committee 

and Jerome Chuang 

Indoor Bowls, December 2022 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, Judi. 

What a diverse 
group—and noisy 
too! 

 

Aptly named café at Pukaha (Mt Bruce) 

Thank you, Phyllipa. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pasifika Fale Open 

More than 1500 people from Aotearoa and 
the broader Pacific region gathered on Tues-
day 17 January 2023 for the opening of the 
first stage of K'aute Pasifika's Village in Kirikiri-
roa - an iconic Pacific Fale for community and 
cultural events. 

The Village also consist of a hub which will 
provide Health care and Well-being services in 
a tradition Pacific Island setting. 

It is a unique project, a dream of 24 years in 
the making, led by Leaupepe Elisapeta Karalus 
and the community. 

Leaupepe Elisapeta Karalus shared on the day, 
"It is God's day because without Him, this pro-
ject would not have been possible." 

Ruth Barrowclough 

 

2022 Spring Appeal & 2023 Autumn Appeal 

Thank you to everyone who generously con-
tributed towards the 2022 Spring Appeal. A 
total sum of $16,000 was raised. This was a 
tremendous result.  

The funds raised by the Spring Appeal greatly 
assisted us to pay the annual insurance premi-
um (approx. $21,000) without needing to de-
plete precious cash reserves. Unfortunately, I 
anticipate that it will be necessary to make a 
further special appeal sometime in March, 
April, or May 2023. The target sum is still to 
be determined but it is likely to approximate 
the amount allowed for in the 2022/2023 
church budget (i.e., $14,000). 

Fraser Annals – Church Treasurer 

Multicultural Youth Mission 

Rev Ham Tae Ju’s vision for this ministry has 
quickly been achieved—praise God!  With 
funding committed by Korean parishioners 
and a grant from Kaimai Presbytery’s Mission 
Initiative Fund, and having completed all the 
necessary documentation, Parish Council 
agreed that the Rev Daniel Park be employed 
from 1 February.  Daniel and his wife were in-
troduced at the 9.30 am service on 5 February 
and at the 11.30 am service he was commis-
sioned. 

 

 

 

 

 

Having already hosted a bbq at their home, 
Daniel and Dayana led worship on 12 Febru-
ary, the first Multicultural Youth service in The 
Link which was attended by 16 young people. 

Daniel’s focus will be guiding young people to 
Christ and increasing their biblical knowledge 
through teaching and preaching at regular 
worship services and through other events 
and programmes.  He will also train Christian 
young people as leaders of the youth ministry 
while assisting them to understand and re-
spect those from other cultures/languages, 

thereby establishing a 
faith community united in 
diversity through oppor-
tunities to socialise, learn 
and develop closer rela-
tionships.  This ministry is 
being managed by Rev 
Ham Tae Ju. 

 

ALL St Andrew’s parishioners who wish to 
support this ministry financially can do so by 
using the account below.  Daniel’s email is 
agoodshepherd@gmail.com . 

St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 02-0316-0046144-00 Name as reference MYM as Particular 



We remember two saints 

    Choi Pung Sik 

    31 Dec 1946-4 Dec 2022 

    Caring, loyal, gracious,  
    caring, dedicated, hard- 

    working, the most dili- 
    gent of elders. 

Parishioners had no difficulty in describing 
Pung Sik when asked. 

In 2002, Pung Sik, Jun Ok and Seung Sil 
brought their Christian faith to NZ and the 
Hamilton Korean Church within St Andrew’s 
Church became their spiritual home.  On 2 
March 2003, Pung Sik became an elder in 
the PCANZ, serving with dedication until he 
stepped down from Parish Council, and after 
that too. At a practical level, in support of 
Korean ministers, this included ensuring that 
the necessary preparations were made for 
communion services, attending to every de-
tail. 

Whether it was at Parish Council meetings or 
at meetings of the Kiwi-Korean Liaison Com-
mittee or the Social & Ecumenical Action 
Committee, none of which he missed, he al-
ways listened carefully to follow the discus-
sion.  And when he spoke, he always had 
meaningful things to contribute, things the 
others listened to intently. 

He was particularly supportive of the work of 
Christian World Service, Link House and the 
Shine Service of Presbyterian Support North-
ern demonstrating his concern for people 
struggling in adversity.  

Pung Sik served on the Centre Redevelop-

ment Committee, proposing the name  

Young Sang Sil for the Media Room.  He par-

ticipated actively in all the programmes run 

by the NZ-Republic of Korea Friendship Soci-

ety. He promoted prayer and activities for 

peaceful Korean re-unification.  He loved in-

door bowls  and whether with others at a 

Janice Wedde : 12 Sept 1933—28 Jan 2023 

                              Janice, a dear friend, was    

                               a member of the St    

                              Andrew's Church family for  

                              many years.  

                              Many words describe Janice -  

                              where to start?  

 Janice was gracious, patient, modest, wise 
and forgiving.  She was a good listener but 
never imposed herself on anyone.  

 Janice was a woman of few words but when 
she spoke the words were meaningful.  

She was quietly perceptive and a woman of 
prayer.  

 Janice was active in the life of St Andrews. 
She became an elder in 1978 and served for 
34 years first on session, then on Parish Coun-
cil.  

Janice was on the Church Life Committee for 
over 20 years. She helped organise dinners, 
concerts, talent shows, parish lunches, spring 
festivals, Sunday School evenings and gold 
coin lunches. This meant cooking, serving and 
setting up.  

Janice was a humble, faithful, kind member of 
our team never pushing herself forward but 
always there with a smile and to put it simply 
"got on with the job.  

Janice loved her Church and being part of the 
Church family. We will miss you Janice.   

You are now in God's hands.   
Marian Carmichael  

working bee or by himself, Pung Sik worked 
tirelessly to help keep our church grounds 
neat and looking cared for having become a 
very good gardener. 

While he became a NZ citizen, he continued 
to love his country of birth. We were all so 
blessed to have known Pung Sik.  He en-
riched our lives and the life of our church.  
Continue to rest in peace, Pung Sik, sur-
rounded by the love of our Heavenly Father. 
Graeme Kitto 



Social & Ecumenical Action Committee 

TONGA, ONE YEAR ON from the Hunga Tonga-

Hunga Ha'apai disaster on 15 January 2022. 

Dear St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church  
We deeply appreciate the generous response of 
individuals, families and churches following the 
eruption and tsunami in Tonga.  (St Andrew’s 
parishioners raised funds & prayed.) 
Donations, totalling more than $250,000, have 
provided immediate support and are now being 
used for the longer-term recovery of communi-
ties. The work of our local partner, Tonga Com-
munity Development Trust, led by Sione Fa-
ka'osi and his team has been crucial in ensuring 
funds reach those in need and assist in the re-
building process after this natural disaster.  
Thank you for partnering with us and showing 
your love and care for the Kingdom of Tonga.  
Thank you too for your ongoing prayers, con-
cern and interest for those who have been 
affected. 
Warm greetings.  Nga mihi nui. 
Murray Overton 
National Director, Christian World Service 

 
One year on, Tonga is grappling with many chal-
lenges following the eruption - the largest on 
the planet in more than 100 years. Almost 85% 
of the population was affected and three peo-
ple lost their lives. The eruption produced near-
ly 10 cubic kilometres of ash, rock and sediment 
from the sea floor - some of which reached 
space. Root crops survived in most cases but 
fruit trees and vegetables like cabbage and 
tomato were destroyed. The tsunami waves 
were up to 90 metres high. 
Smaller waves caused extensive damage to 
homes and gardens, livelihoods 
and animals on the west coast of Tongatapu, 
'Eua and Ha'apai, 

Families have worked hard to clean up and re-
pair their homes and livelihoods. People from 
the islands of 'Atata and Mango are making 
new homes on Tongatapu and 'Eua after every-

thing was destroyed in the catastrophe. Many 
people are living with trauma and others have 
lost jobs and livelihoods. 

 

 
 
 
 
You can find out more about Home Gardens 
and Safe Water; Psychosocial Support; Income 
Generation; Assessment; Disaster Preparedness; 
and Chicken Houses at https://cws.org.nz/wp-content/

uploads/2023/01/Tonga-Eruption-Report-2023-final.pdf  

 
TRADE AID STALL:      
This stall was held at morning tea on Sun 4 Dec. 
The congregation’s support of fairtrade by pur-
chasing food and crafts is gratifying – thank 
you! The church PayClip device proved very 
useful; of the total sales of $586.29, $181.29 
was paid via eftpos. 
Through the Trade-Aid organisation this money 
gives small producers in developing countries 
far more realistic returns than they would oth-
erwise get. It also helps provide training, 
schools and health clinics. St Andrew’s is a 
Christian World Service “Fairtrade Church” and 
Trade-Aid is a local example of the fairtrade or-
ganisations operating internationally. 
The Trade-Aid shop in Worley Place (opposite  
Centreplace, on the edge of Civic Square). All 
through the year, that is also where you can get 
your birthday presents, Trade-Aid teas and 
coffees, soaps, spices, dried fruit, rice, sugar, 
olive oil and, best of all, chocolate. 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTIAN WORLD SERVICE 
“CHRISTMAS APPEAL” 

The theme this year was “Let hope flow this 
Christmas” – with climate change having a spe-
cial emphasis. Bulletin notices were prepared, 
customised with a CWS human-interest story 
for each of the Sundays in Advent and Christ-
mas Day.  

https://cws.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Tonga-Eruption-Report-2023-final.pdf
https://cws.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Tonga-Eruption-Report-2023-final.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Orphan Caleb and his grandmother, in the Ising-
iro District in southwest Uganda.  In recent 
years Isingiro has become hotter and drier with 
climate change and more water tanks are need-
ed.   
 

At its meeting in November, Parish Council had 
agreed with the SEA recommendation that, as 
in earlier years, 50% of cash loose giving on 
Christmas Day be donated as a gift from St An-
drew’s as a parish.  

We are pleased to report that 25 Dec loose do-
nations were $170 Kiwi service, and $380 Kore-
an service, meaning that $275 has been sent to  

CWS. In due course, we may ask CWS for a 
guest speaker at St Andrew’s worship. 

 

  
Knox Christian Centre invites the Presbyterian 
and Cooperating Churches in Hamilton to our 
summer picnic at Narrows Park on Sunday 
19th March, starting at 12.30 pm.   
Please bring  
 your own meat or sausages 

(please don’t bring chicken) 
to share and we will cook it 
on barbeques. 

 plate to share—for example 
green salad, potato salad, rice salad, 
etc.  You can bring baking such as slices, 
biscuits etc to share after the main meal. 

 your own picnic chairs or picnic rugs, and 
shade umbrellas. 

 some of your own games to play with 
others, if you want to. 

 The swimming pool is available for us to use (@ 
$6.00 per person).  
We are to make a koha for the use of the 
grounds.   

If you will be attending, reply directly to Martyn 
Vincent by Friday 10 March on 
 021 970 862 
 07 856 0068 
 nicemice2@outlook.com 
 

Lance Kendrick—Convenor 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Council on 31 January elected Elaine as 
St Andrew's Kaimai Presbytery Elder, and 
Pauline as Substitute Elder. 

Lance records that “I retired from the role of 
St Andrew's Presbytery Elder after 4 years. (I 
had also been convenor of Waikato Presby-
tery’s "Social Concerns Committee" for 7 years 
until June 2009, which required my being an 
Additional Presbytery Elder - at large. Waikato 
Presbytery had not had a functioning "Social 
Concerns Committee" for quite a few years 
and so the Presbytery executive asked St An-
drew's Social & Ecumenical Action Committee 
to act in a dual role. For the same members, 
activities overlapped but were not identical. 
Once the Waikato and Bay of Plenty Presby-
teries merged to form Kaimai Presbytery in 
2009, all committees were done away with 
and "portfolios" allocated to individuals on 
the new Kaimai Council.”   

St Andrew’s and the Kaimai Presbytery are 
grateful for Lance’s representation and contri-
butions over many years.  Thank you. 

St Andrew’s was well repre-
sented on 8 January when 
the Revs Eric and Adair 
Oosterbroek were ordained 
and inducted to the parish of 
Nawton Community Presby-
terian Church.  They are 
sharing the ministry to the 
Nawton parish and are scop-

ing the opportunities to plant a church in the 
expanding Rotokauri area. 

mailto:nicemice2@outlook.com


Food Banks 
Recently both the recently retired manager 
of the Hamilton Combined Churches Food-
bank, Ruth Barrowclough, and her succes-
sor, Aaron Martin, have personally ex-
pressed their thanks to St Andrew’s for its 
support through food, money and time. 
For some this has raised the question 
“Where does the food we donate weekly 
go?”  It goes to Link House in Dawson Street 
and is distributed to those in need by Birth-
right Waikato operating as Single Parent Ser-
vices. 
Link House was originally housed in the old 
manse on our church site.  Norma Stewart 
came across this photo which had been 
printed in a 2007 church newsletter. 

Pays to downsize, Norma!! Thank you. 
 
In the church library is a copy of this book: 

The DV Bryant 
Trust was formed 
in 1921 (Trust Deed 
signed in 1924).  St 
Andrew’s has had 
close connections 
with the Trust over 
the years.  One of 
these was the sup-
port of the Trust for 
Link House in the 
1980s-1990s. 

In the book is an illustration of an early Link 

House flyer listing the services it provided: 

(Unfortunately you’ll need to look in the 
book itself to read the detail, but you will 
see above that a Single Parent Counselling 
Service was a main focus.) 
Two former ministers are also shown: 

Rev Harry Gilbert and family—1926 

Rev Duncan Cattanach 
was a founding mem-
ber of the Trust, serv-
ing until 1964. 

Users of The Link will 
be familiar with those 
surnames—and Mary 
Bryant.  Have a look in  

the book to see how she fits in and see 
Ashley Taylor teaching Sunday School in 
the 1950s. 



RETARDED GRANDPARENTS  

(this was actually reported by a teacher)   

After Christmas, a teacher asked her young 
pupils how they spent their holiday away from 
school. 

One child wrote the following:  

We always used to spend the holidays with 
Grandma and Grandpa.  

They used to live in a big brick house but 
Grandpa got retarded and they moved to a 
village where everyone lives in nice little hous-
es, and so they don't have to mow the grass 
anymore! 

They ride around on their bicycles and scoot-
ers and wear name tags because they don't 
know who they are anymore.  

They go to a building called a wreck centre, 
but they must have got it fixed because it is all 
okay now. They do exercises there, but they 
don't do them very well.  

There is a swimming pool too, but they all 
jump up and down in it with hats on. 

 At their gate, there is a doll’s house with a 
little old man sitting in it. He watches all day 
so nobody can escape. Sometimes they sneak 
out, and go cruising in their golf carts!  

Nobody there cooks, they just eat out.  

And, they eat the same thing every night --- 
early birds.  

Some of the people can't get out past the man 
in the doll’s house. The ones who do get out, 
bring food back to the wrecked centre for pot 
luck.  

My Grandma says that Grandpa worked all his 
life to earn his retardment and says I should 
work hard so I can be retarded someday too. 

When I earn my retardment, I want to be the 
man in the doll’s house. Then I will let people 
out, so they can visit their grandchildren.  

PRICELESS! 

John Bluck: Credible Christianity 2008 

Where else in the world (outside a keep-fit 

class) do you find otherwise normal, healthy 

people gathering together to stand up, sit 

down, shake hands, sing music they didn’t 

choose, walk up and down in lines to sip and 

chew a skimpy serving of bread and wine?  

Where else outside a finance company do 

you find otherwise sane people giving their 

money away with no hope of personal profit 

or return?  

Where else do you find socially well-adjusted 

people mixing with total strangers and oth-

ers they don’t like or approve of, without re-

quiring any special conditions or minimal 

standards of behaviour?  

Where else do people happily living in Aotea-

roa New Zealand take on an identity from a 

Jewish carpenter’s son 2000 years old and a 

culture that came via the ancient Middle 

East and Victorian England? 

All this is found in a church near you and its 

attraction is hard to define. Socially it’s more 

than a Probus Club but not nearly as com-

fortable. It’s the easiest to join and the easi-

est to leave....  

The obligations are minimal and the benefits 

elusive...yet for all that, and hard though it is 

to believe in our current Kiwi climate, being 

part of church leads you into a way of living 

and seeing the world that is beautiful beyond 

words. 

Where else indeed? 

Quoted by Sharon 
 

 

 

Photo by Phyllipa Fraser 



Climate Change 

I am Jim Findlay. Helen and I came to St An-
drew’s in September 1973.  Our four children all 
grew up as part of the congregation.  We both 
became involved with the youth groups.  I was 
ordained an Elder in August 1975 and joined the 
Session (now the Parish Council). I was appoint-
ed to the PCANZ Council in November 1979 for 
five years and then another five years as the na-
tional convenor of the PCANZ Finance Com-
mittee.  I was a trustee and member of the na-
tional Hospital Chaplaincy Committee.  Locally I 
spent time as Presbytery Clerk and a year as 
Moderator. During my time on the national Fi-
nance Committee I coined the phrase that is still 
used in the PCANZ.  I required the various com-
mittees of the church to show the Finance Com-
mittee how they would make “Jesus Christ 
Known” with the funds they required.  The 
Council of Assembly then worked with the Fi-
nance Committee and came up with the five fac-
es of mission as the background to how the 

PCANZ would “Make Jesus Christ Known”.  It is 
still the basic national Mission Statement of the 
PCANZ.   

During my time as an elder and administrator in 
the church there have been many divisive issues 
including the role of women in the church. St 
Andrew’s was one of the first parishes in NZ to 
have women elders.  We dealt with the Spring-
boks tour and its fallout. We had to consider the 
role of homosexuals as leaders of the church, 
something the Moderator is working with oth-
ers to resolve even now. We were challenged 
over the use of bequeathed funds, earthquake 
strengthening and other leadership and morali-
ty issues.  All of these divisive issues saw some 
members leave the congregation to join other 
congregations or just walked-away from the 
church, but they all had to be dealt with and 
managed compassionately.    

The biggest issue of all is now before us.  It is a 
challenge to many congregations as they chase 
popularist doctrines and in particular the Cult of 
Climate Change which is a move away from the 
sovereignty of God in the universe to a belief 
that mankind controls its own destiny.  The Cult 
growth relies on a cancel culture in society and 
in the church.  The media will not print anything 
against the NZ government’s narrative on cli-
mate change, social media postings are often 
wrongly “fact-checked” and the church has 
joined the cancel culture by failing to consider 
facts, and ignoring those that challenge the so-
cialist ideology promoted by the leadership.   

Sometimes some of us are prepared to stand up 
against the management and fight for the re-
turn to the fundamentals of our faith that are 
the cornerstone of worship rejecting the rise of 
humanism in our midst.  I see St Andrew’s head-
ing down a “rabbit-hole” in an attempt to join 
the populist climate change cult without under-
standing the science or being prepared to dis-
cuss or debate the issues.  This was not the 
church I joined nearly 50 years ago.  It is time to 
refocus on God and the simple task of “Making 
Jesus Christ Known” in all we do and how we 
present ourselves to the community. 

Jim Findlay 

St Andrew’s has long been aware of and 
kept informed about environmental 
matters.  Indeed, Richard Lawrence who 
represented New Zealand at the UN Con-
ference on Environment and Development 
(UNCED) held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 
June 1992, was to come to St Andrew’s as 
our minister 18 months later.  

At its meeting on 31 January 2023, while 
considering the latest of Jim’s many letters 
on the topic of climate change and the 
PCANZ’s demonisation of CO2, Parish 
Council agreed to reaffirm its support for 
the direction and guidance of the PCANZ 
through General Assembly decisions from 
2008-2022 and continuing to encourage St 
Andrew’s congregations  to “do what they 
can” in following this guidance in Caring 
for God’s Creation. This was conveyed to 
Jim after the meeting.  In response to that 
written communication Jim has contribut-
ed the following statement. 

Graeme Kitto Parish Clerk 



St Andrew’s Artisan Market 

Let us be extremely 
bold and start with the 
negative.  The night 
markets did not work.  
Patronage was poor.  
The positive is that the Saturday morning 
market was better, but not yet as good as we 
would like to see it.  The decision was made to 
run the markets every first Saturday of the 
month (Feb to Dec).  If any of you can adver-
tise the market as widely as possible that 
would be wonderful.  I believe the venue is 
superb with facilities superior to the other 
place where I attend markets.  This premise  is 
shared by the regular stallholders.  The Cuppa 
and Kai for Kōha Café is another feature of 
our market which is very much appreciated by 
the stallholders.  St Andrew’s benefits greatly 
from the market so may I ask that one and all 
do whatever is necessary to get St Andrew’s 
Artisan Market into the minds of the 
population of Hamilton.   

May I suggest that we make the market a 
matter of prayer as on our own it is not going 
to work.  We need to bring it to God in prayer.  
Thank you. 

Butch Rothman 

Organiser 

Thank you, Sharon 

The Rev Sharon Ross Ensor has been associ-
ated with St Andrew’s from the end of July 
2022.  She has had three roles: 

 Interim Moderator (Oversight) 

 Pulpit supply (Leading worship) 

 Ministry Settlement Board Convenor 
(finding a new permanent minister). 

On 5 February, we thanked Sharon for carry-
ing out the first two of those roles—the 
third one continues in the meantime. 

Sharon led/participated in worship 22 times, 
chaired six Parish Council meetings and two 
congregational meetings.  She attended 
Worship and Pastoral Care Committee 
meetings and has convened eight MSB 
meetings.  Sharon also provided the Worship 
Committee with material to use when it led 
worship.  At the same time, she was working 
two days a week for Presbyterian Support 
Northern in Auckland. 

The parish is grateful for all Sharon has con-
tributed at, with and for St Andrew’s.  We 
thank her sincerely and ask God’s blessing 
on her and Brian as they move to Auckland. 

The taonga we presented to her 
combines two designs—pikorua 
and koru—which represent our 
friendship and the beginning of a 
new stage in Sharon’s ministry. 

She was also presented with bou-
quets at both ser-
vices on 5 February. 



AUTUMN CALENDAR -  
 

Every Sunday, worship services during term time (unless indicated differently) are at 
   9.30 am English language; 
 11.30 am Korean language—with children’s programme; and 
 11.30 am Multicultural Youth (in Media Room in The Link) 
 

Every Monday during term time—Mini Movers from 9.30-11.00 am—pre-schoolers, parents 
and grandparents meet for music, play and socialising. 
Every Tuesday—indoor bowls at 10.00 am 
First Tuesday of month—Gold coin lunch at 12.00 noon 
Usually every second Tuesday—Craft Group at 9.30 am 
Third Tuesday of month—Women’s Group - time varies 
First Wednesday of month-Men’s Breakfast at 7.00 am 
 
 

February  26 Lent—Usual service times 
 

March     3 World Day of Prayer – St John’s Methodist Church  
           9.30 Morning tea; 10.00 am Service 
     5     Children’s day—usual service times 
     7 New Zealand census 
   12  Usual service times 
   19 Usual service times followed by  Presbyterian Summer Picnic at the Narrows 
   26 Usual service times 
 

April     2 Daylight Saving ends 
     2     Palm Sunday—10.30 am Combined Communion Service 
     7   Good Friday service at 9.30 am 
     9 7.30 am Easter Day Communion beside university lake 
     9 Easter day—usual service times 
   16 Usual service times 
   23 Usual service times 
   25 ANZAC Day 
   30 Usual service times 
 

May         7 Usual service times 
   14 Mother’s Day—usual service times 
   21 Usual service times 
   28 Usual service times 
 

June          4 Usual service times 
     5 King’s birthday 

The editors, Graeme Kitto & Lalita 
Hari, collate parishioners’ contri-
butions for The Bridge. 

Neither they nor the Parish Coun-
cil are responsible for the content. 

For additional information about any event, please 

 See notices in the weekly service bulletins 

 Call the office on 854 9737 

 Visit 
www.standrewshamilton.org.nz  

 http://tiny.cc/FBStAndrewsHnNZ  


